PREFACE                                       lit
national lines. And nowhere can they find greater light
and help in forming their national life anew than in the
Samhitas. Students and practitioners 0f law in parti-
cular will find in these works the earliest and the most
genuine Texts of Hindu Laws en which they may safely
base their higher studies in this most important depart-
ment of Literature.
How far I have succeeded in making the Translation
literal and accurate, it is not for me to pronounce any
opinion. I leave it entirely to the judgment of my
readers. If, however, this edition of the early Law-Texts
proves successful, f shall, in a near future, undertake the
Translation of all the Commentaries for the convenience
and use of my legal friends and readers.
Any suggestion that ray, friends and readers may
make for the improvement of the work will be thank-
fully received by me. I beg only to remind them of the*
fact that the present undertaking is a national work in
which they all, like myself, are equally interested.
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